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swarcj.  "For me,"  he repeatedly said,  "ahimsa comes before

In the evolution of the non-violent State the determinant
is not the visualization of the institutional structure but the
soul-force, i.e., the non-violence, of the average individual. A
people has a Government that it deserves and the institutional
form is but the concrete expression of the moral level of the
people. Thus if the people are not genuinely non-violent, exploi-
tation and violence may continue, as they do in most Western
countries, even under an apparently democratic constitution. On
the other hand, as soon as people acquire self-control, master
the method of satyagraha and learn to co-operate voluntarily
among themselves and to non-co-operate tvith the exploiter, the
non-violent State will emerge spontaneously as the by-product
of the practice of non-violence.7 In 1929 he wrote, ". . .we do not
know our distant goal. It will be determined not by our
definitions but by our acts, voluntary and involuntary. If we
are wise, we will take care of the present and the future will take
care of itself. God has given us only a limited sphere of action and
a limited vision. Sufficient unto the day is the good thereof."8

Thus Gandhiji's attitude is democratic, scientific and
justified on ethical considerations.

But though a detailed delineation of the new order was, ac-
cording to him, out of question, even non-co-operation with the
opponent proceeded on the basis of construction and co-opera-
tion among the satyagrahis. In satyagraha the construction of
the new and the destruction of the out-moded proceed apace.
The progress made by this constructive aspect of non-violent
direct action gives us some clue to the new order. Besides,
though against the formulation of any systematic plan of the future
social order, Gandhiji often tried to indicate roughly the broad
lines of the kind of society he aimed at. Hind Swaraj and a
large number of passages in his speeches, writings, statements
and interviews provide us with material for the study of his
views on the new social order. Referring to Hind Swaraj he

7 "It is swaraj when we learn to rule ourselves. . . .But such swaroj has
to be experienced by each one for himself." Hind Swaraj, p. 95.
s r. /., Ill, p. 547.